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In The Claims 

Kindly cancel all the a^led claims- 
Kindly insert the following claims: 


—18. A multi-bit driver Comprising: 
P \ (a) a longitudinally oriented housing including a bit chuck having an hexagonal 

receiving chmnel at one end; 

(b) a plurality o^ hexagonal tool bits nested within said housing in a retracted 
position; 

(c) an actuating Jneans for selectively extending said tool bits to an extended 
position and reacting said tool bits to said retracted position, such that in the 
extended position, said tool bits project from said hexagonal receiving channel 
of said bit chuck and are substantially longitudinally aligned with said housing; 

^ (d) wherein said actuating means further includes jitjeast^onej^ 

including at lejst one bft extension operably connected at one end to each of 
^ ^ said tool bitelifi^ 

said tool bits between said extended and retracted position and for maintaining 
alignment of said tool bits with said bit chuck; 
f\ (e) said fastening means for slidably connecting ^aid bit extension/to actuator 
channels defined in said housing such that'said bit extension^ is guided slidably 
along said actuator channel; / 
(f) wherein said bit extension being flexible in^e radial directioij) and stiffer in 
(the transverse orUateral directioiJ)for guiding said tool bit into said bit chuck 
by allowing saiq tool bit to deflect radially up or down but resistive to 
deflection transversely side to side such that said tool bit remains aligned 
longitudinally anq operative for ensuring positive registration with said bit 
chuck as said tool pit is urged into said extended position. 


19. The multi-bit driver claimed in claim 1 8 , wherein said bit extension having a planar 
profile with a width greater than the thickness. 


20. The multi-bit driver claimed in claim 18, wherein said bit extension having a 
thickness to width ratio of at least 1:1.5. 
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2 1 . Hie multi-bit driver claimed in claim 1 8, wherein srifd bit extension constructed of a 
flexible resilient material such that it is flexible iirfhe radial direction and stiffer in 
the transverse or lateral direction. 

22. The multi-bit driver claimed in claim 18, whe/ein said actuating means operates to 
extend said tool bit by longitudinal motion in <me direction and retract said tool bh by 
longitudinal motion in the opposite direction, wherein said longitudinal motion is 
effected using a single finger or thumb pressure. 

23. The multi-bit driver claimed in claim 18; wherein said fastening means comprises an 
actuator knob partially projecting externally of said housing for the application of 
finger pressure thereto, said actuatoc&nob also for connecting a fastener end of said 
bit assembly to said actuator knobyfbr operatively urging said bit assembly slidably 
along said actuator channel. 

24. The multi-bit driver claimed in claim 18, wherein said housing including a cone 
proximate said bit chuck havirfg an interior guide surface for slidably guiding tool bits 
into alignment with said bit chuck as tool bits are urged into said extended position, 

25. The multi-bit driver claimed in /laim 18, further including a guide means for 
maintaining said bit assemblies Separate and nested proximate the inner surface of 
said housing, and for guiding/said bit assemblies as they are urged between the 
extended and retracted posjl 

26. The multi-bit driver /fclainfed in claim 25 wherein said guide means includes 
permanent magnets mounted in said housing for magnetically attracting said tool bits 
and for maintainingUaicr bit assemblies separate and nested proximate the inner 
surface of said housin@j|njUbr guiding said bit assemblies as they are urged between 
the extended and retracted position. 

27. The multi-bit drivei/ claimed in cl£im 18, further including a locking means for 
locking said tool bit in said extended position. 


2 8 . The multi-bit driver claimed 
between said retracted tool bit 
with said bit chuck as tool b 


:laim 24, wherein (said cone portiombeing disposed 
fend said bit chuck for- guiding tool bits into alignment 
are urged into said extended position. 


29. The multi-bit driver claimfed in claim 24, wherein said cone being integrally part of 
said housing and including a conically shaped interior guide surface tapering inwardly 
towards said bit chuck f#r guiding tool bits into alignment with said bit chuck as tool 
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bits are urged into said extended^position. 


30. The multi-bit driver claimed^ claim 26, wherein said guide means including a guide 
including guide faces for stfdeabiy receiving said bit assemblies, thereby maintaining 
said bit assemblies spaced apart within said housing. 


31. The multi-bit driver claimed in claim 25\wherein, said guide connected to said 


housing with a ®nde support which is connected at one end to said guide and at the 


other end to an/end cap. V_/ 

32. A multi-bit^iriver comprising; 

(a) a longitudinally aligned generally cylindrical housing; 

(b) a plurality of bit assemblies each including a tool bit, said bit assemblies 
incorporated in said housing; 

(c) said housing including a means for releasably holding said tool bits at one end 


of said housing; and 

(d) an actuating mlans for selectively extending tool bits to an extended position 
and retracting said tool bits to ^aid retracted position^ such that in the extended 
position, said tool bits project from said holding means wherein said bit 
assemblies are operably slideably attached to said housing. 

(e) wherein each bittassembly includes a bit extension connected at one end to 
each tool bit and at the other end operably slideably connected to said housing 
said bit assembly adapted such that the tool bit can be easily deflected radially 
and resistive to lateral deflection to operably align said tool bits with said 
holding means as said tool bit urged into said extended position. 

33. The multi-bit driver claimed in clatai 32, wherein the housing includes a cone 
disposed between said retracted tool/bits and said holding means for guiding and 
deflecting tool bits into alignment wjth said holding means as tool bits are urged into 
said extended position. / 

34. The multi-bit driver claimed in claim 32 9 wherein said actuating means being operable 
to slideably extend said tool bits from said retracted position to said extended position 
by a single longitudinal motion of said actuating means. 

35. The multi-bit driver claimed in claim 32 wherein said actuating means connected to 
said tool bits being onorable to retract said tool bits from said extended position to 
said retracted position by a single longitudinal motion of said actuating means. 
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36. The multi-bit driver claimed in claim 32, whierein said actuating means operates to 
extend said tool bit by longitudinal motion ir/one direction and retract said tool bit by 
longitudinal motion in the opposite direction. 

37. The multi-bit driver claimed in claim^2, wherein said bit extension is connected at 
one end to said tool bit and at the otKer end slideably to an actuator channel defined 
in said housing, wherein said actu^for channel for slidably guiding one end of said bit 
assemblies along said actuator/channel during extension and retraction of said bit 
assemblies. / 

38. The multi-bit driver claimed in claim 37, wherein said bit extension including an 
actuator knob partiallV^rojecting externally of said housing for the application of 
finger pressure thereto, said knob being operably connected to a fastener end of said 
bit assembly and slideably attached to said actuator channel, such that operatively 
being said knob sMdeably along said actuator channel operatively longitudinally urges 
said tool bits.--/ 
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